
 Communication 1010 Section 2, Fall Semester 2015  
Jessi Excell-Allen, Adjunct Professor ---------- Email: jessikayallen@hotmail.com-------- Office Hours: By Appointment Only 

Course Requirements 
1.  Introductory Speech—25 points 
2. Group Presentation—50 points 
3. Group Outline and Role Sheet--25 
4. Informative Speech—100 points 
5. Informative Speech Outline—25 points 
6.  Informative Speech and Outline Prep at the Speech 

Center—15 points 
7. Self- Critique/Class Critique and Critique Day 

Participation—15 points 
8. Persuasive Speech—100 points 
9. Persuasive Speech Outline—25 points 
10. Persuasive Speech and Outline Prep at the Speech 

Center—15 points 

11. Self- Critique/Class Critique and Critique Day 
Participation—15 points 

12. Good Public Speaking Example—20 points 
13. Good or Bad Communication in a Relationship Example—

20 points 
14. Pop Quizzes—TBA 
15. Final Exam 

A) Written Exam—50 points 
B) Nomination Speech—50 points 

Course Schedule 
 

Date                                                Topic/Activity                                               Reading 
 

8/24 Orientation to the Course and Begin Interviews  
8/26 Introductory Speeches  
8/28 Introductory Speeches and Critiques   
8/31 Speech Center/Discuss Syllabus  
9/2 What is Communication/Comm Apprehension Modules 1 
9/4 Interpersonal Communication/Perception and Listening Module 12 
9/7 Group Communication and How it Jives  
9/9 No Class—Labor Day Catch up! 

9/11 Group Day and Group Roles   
9/14 Speak With Impact!  Expectations for Presentation (form groups) Modules 5&6 
9/16 Outlining and Working with Your Group Modules 5&6 
9/18 Group Work Day OYO (on your own)  
9/21 Group Presentations (3) and Critiques  
9/23 Group Presentations (2) and Critiques  
9/25 Individual Speaking: Picking a Topic and How to Support it Modules 2&3 
9/28 Discuss Informative Speaking Module 4&10 
9/30 How to Present Modules 7,8&9 
10/2 How to Present Modules 7,8&9 
10/5 Informative Speeches  
10/7 Informative Speeches  
10/9 Informative Speeches  

10/12 Informative Speeches  
10/14 Informative Speeches  
10/16 Be in Class! Self and Class Critiques (hand in)/Begin Persuasive Discussion  
10/19 No Class! Fall Break Module 11 
10/21 Library Day—Work on Persuasive Speeches OYO (on your own!)  
10/23 Review Self-Critique/In Class Discussion on Outline and Prep  
10/26 Persuasive Speeches  
10/28 Persuasive Speeches  
10/30 Persuasive Speeches  
11/2 Persuasive Speeches  
11/4 Persuasive Speeches  
11/6 Be in Class! Self and Group Persuasive Critique  
11/9 Discuss Special Occasion Speeches—Toasts!  

11/11 Discuss Nomination Speeches/Assign Subject  
11/13 Library Day—Work on Nomination Speeches OYO  



11/16 Nomination Speeches  
11/18 Nomination Speeches  
11/20 Nomination Speeches  
11/23 Nomination Speeches/Critiques  
11/25 No Class! Happy Thanksgiving!  
11/27 No Class! Happy Thanksgiving!  
11/30 Communication in Relationships (bring examples) Modules 13-15 
12/2 Relationships  (bring examples) Modules 13-15 
12/4 Final Review (bring examples)  

Final Written Exam…………………………………….Friday, Dec. 11—9:00am-11:00am 
 

Assignment Descriptions 
Introductory Speeches:  These are a jumping off point speech to see where all of you are in the understanding of public speaking.  
Students will be paired with a fellow student to interview and introduce him or her to the class.  This presentation should only last 1-
2 minutes.  Students will tell us the person’s name, where they are from and what year they are in college.  They will share 3 
discovered facts about the student they interviewed and bring in one visual aid that they feel represents the person they are 
introducing.   
 

Good Public Speaking Example: Students must bring in an example of public speaking. This needs to be something we can all watch 
on the classroom screen, so please find something on line or bring it on a flash drive so it can be projected.  You will have around 5 
mins to show us your example, tell us what it is and where it came from (name of the movie, news channel etc.) and why you think it 
is a good example of public speaking.  Please be prepared to point out a few key things you observed during the speech that 
supports your decision to choose it.   
 

Group Presentation:  Students will be put in groups and given a topic to present to the class on an assigned day.  These 
presentations will be 7-10 minutes in length and each student in the group will participate in speaking.  Be creative and work 
together as a team to make this cohesive and interesting to the class.  The group will be cut off promptly at 10 minutes (deduction 
for being cut off and deduction for going under time).  So you will need to meet as a group to practice presenting in order to meet 
the time parameters.  Visuals of the groups choosing will be required also.  It is not required for this speech, but strongly 
encouraged, that you find good sources of information and cite them in your presentation. Note cards are permitted-- one per group 
member only.  Do not overuse your note card!  This will be a fun project, but it will require time to meet as a group outside of class! 
 

Group Presentation Outline and Role Sheet (Turned in on the day of group presentation):  Because we will not have gone over 
formal outlining before this presentation happens, groups will be required to turn in a simple outline structure (we will go over this 
in class and I will give you a form) detailing their presentation. This needs to be neat work and typed.  One outline for the group is 
acceptable.  Each student will need to turn in a Group Role Sheet.  Students will name each person in the group and give them a 
rating on participation, cooperation and work ethic.  The rating will be 0-5 (5 being very dependable, hard working and easy to work 
with. 0 being non-participatory and basically a no-show for the group.) Also students will state which “role” each person played in 
the group (ie; leader, organizer, task manager, follower, peacemaker, creativity control etc.etc.) And a one to two paragraph 
summary describing how the group worked.  Your communication style, barriers, strengths, weaknesses and how they were dealt 
with and overcome.  Please turn in all 5 or 6 group role sheets (one per member of the group) and your presentation outline on the 
day of your presentation. 
 

Informative Speech:  Students will be required to prepare, and deliver a 5-7 minute informative speech on a topic of their choosing. 
Speech topics will need to be approved no less than one week in advance to receive full credit. Please send your topic selection via 
email.  Creativity is strongly encouraged! You will be required to stay within the 7 minute allowance and will be cut off promptly at 7 
minutes (this will be a major deduction in points as will going under time).  So please practice your presentation several times as 
needed to meet the parameters. Visual aids of the student’s choosing are required for full credit on the speech (Most presentations 
use PowerPoint).  At least three credible sources must be used and at least two of which cited during the speech and all sources 
should appear in the reference section of your outline (in proper APA style).  Notecards are permitted, but please do not rely heavily 
on them.  Practice, Practice, Practice!!! 
 

Informative and Persuasive Speech Outlines:  Students will create a full sentence outline to be handed in on the day of the speech.  
The format of the outline is proper APA style and all sources required and used must be listed in a “reference” section on the 
outline.  Please use APA style when listing sources. 
 
Speech and Outline Prep at the Speech Center (for informative and persuasive speeches only):  Students are required to visit the 
Speech and Presentation Center at least one week (unless another time frame is approved) prior to presenting in class. This is 
required for both the Informative and Persuasive Speech and strongly encouraged for the Nomination Speech (half your final exam).  
At the Speech Center, they will give you a paper stating you came in and worked on your presentation.  This paper will need to be 
turned in at the time of your speech with your outline. 



 

Self-Critique and Class Critique:  After all the informative speeches have been presented (and later persuasive), each student will 
bring to class a self-critique (what you liked best about your speech and what you didn’t like or hope to do differently next time).  
After the persuasive speech you will also answer the question, “Did you make the change in your second presentation that you 
noted after your first?” Students will also state in their critique which class member’s speeches were the most memorable to them 
and why.  This is a day of participation.  Attendance and participation in the critique discussion will be counted for points. 
 

Persuasive Speech:  Students will be required to prepare, and deliver a well-researched and practiced, 5-7 minute persuasive speech 
on a topic of their choosing. Topics must be approved no less than one week in advance for full credit. (Please email your topics for 
approval). Your goal in this address is to attempt to change or alter the audience’s thinking about a topic or move them to some 
specific action. You will be graded on structure, evidence/reasoning, and delivery of your speech, not on whether or not your 
audience was persuaded. You will be required to turn in a full sentence outline the day you speak including a reference page of at 
least three credible sources (cited in proper APA format).  Students are required to properly cite at least three credible sources 
during their delivery. Visual aids of the student’s choosing are required. Students may use notecards, but please do not rely heavily 
on them.  
 

Good or Bad Communication in a Relationship Example: Students must bring in an example of communication in a relationship. It 
can be an example of good communication or bad communication skills. This needs to be something we can all watch on the 
classroom screen, so please find something on line or bring it on a flash drive so it can be projected.  You will have around 5 mins to 
show us your example, tell us what it is (define the relationship context ie; romantic, boss-employee, sibling, parent-child etc.)  and 
where it came from (name of the movie, TV show etc.) and why you think it is a good or bad example of communicating within that 
relationship.  Please be prepared to point out a few key things you observed during the example that supports your decision to 
choose it.   
 

Pop Quizzes:  Pretty self-explanatory! But consider this a heads up—This is a class about communication and relationships! We need 
to feel comfortable with each other.  Learning the names of class members would be wise!!!! 
 

Final Exam—Half Written and Half Presentation 
 Written Exam:  Will include true or false questions, multiple choice and fill in the blank. 

Nomination Speech:  Students will be assigned a class member to interview.  Through this interview, the student will decide 
on an award for which to nominate the student they were assigned.  These nomination speeches will be 3-5 minutes in 
length.  No outline will be required, but it may help to create one as this is your final exam! Visual aids are required and at 
least one of which must be a non-screen based/homemade/out of the box idea!!! I’m hoping to see some unique visual 
aids during all your presentations. Use PowerPoint wisely, a photo, a quote from a source or other interesting aids will help 
your grade!   This serves as a creativity portion of your final.   You are required to turn in a source list with at least three 
interview sources, only one of which can be your assigned student. These sources must be cited in proper APA format for 
interview citations. 

Grading Breakdown 
94%-100%= A, 90-93%= A-, 86%-89%=B+, 83%-85%=B, 80%-82%=B-, 76%-79%=C+, 73%-75%=C, 70%-72%=C- 

66%-69%=D+, 63%-65%=D, 60%-62%=D-, 59% and below is a failed grade 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent. You are 
expected to have read and understood the current issue of the student handbook (published by Student Services) 
regarding student responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about what constitutes 
acceptable on-campus behavior. 
SANS NOTIFICATION: Southern Utah University has created an early academic alert program (SANS) designed to provide 
tutoring and other resources to students who instructors believe would benefit from additional resources. If you receive 
a SANS notification, please take advantage of the support services available and offered. 
ADA STATEMENT: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring academic adjustments, 
accommodations or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah University Coordinator of Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD), in Room 206F of the Sharwan Smith Center, or by phone (435) 865-8022. SSD determines 
eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services. 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: In case of an emergency, the University’s Emergency Notification System (ENS) will be 
activated. Students are encouraged to maintain updated contact information using the link on the homepage of the 
mySUU portal. In addition, students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the Emergency Response Protocols 
posted in each classroom. Detailed information about the University’s emergency management plan can be found at 
http://www.suu.edu/emergency. 
HEOA: The sharing of copyrighted material through peer-to-peer (P2P) file sharing, except as provided under U.S. 
copyright law, is prohibited by law. See http://www.suu.edu/it/p2p-student-notice.html. 

 
 



A Bit of Class Business 
There will be a lot of student presentations in this class so please be courteous! Come on time or wait outside the door for applause 
before entering.  Turn off or mute all electronic devices during class! (ps I kind of don’t even want to see them unless you are using 
them to follow the text book…and you might have to prove it!) Due to the nature of this course, your attendance and participation 
during class time are crucial.  Please do not expect to cut class because someone else is presenting.  If you have to miss class and 

have a legitimate excuse, please email me so I know to excuse your absence. You will lose points for missing class unexcused. If you 
miss class (unexcused) five times you will receive a 10% grade deduction. If you miss class 5-7 times it is a 20% deduction and if 

you miss more than 7 classes you will fail the course. If it is a group or partner assignment and you are not cooperative and 
available you will fail the assignment. Please plan to listen to all speeches. You benefit as much from listening and observing as you 

do from presenting.  Support your classmates! 
 

**After reading the above “business”, it may appear I’m a happy grade slasher! Wrong!!!  I want every one of you to succeed and 
not only that but LOVE THIS COURSE! So let me help.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns.  If you need to meet, please 
email me and we can set up a time.  I don’t have designated office hours but I check my email daily and we will set up a time to chat! 

Ok, I think that’s it….let’s do this! 


